In Vera Keller's dissertation CORNELIS DREBBEL (1572-1633): FAME AND THE MAKING OF
MODERNITY p. 130 we read:

Having heard of Drebbel‘s perpetual motionin 1607, he immediately turned to Besold‘s friend
Keplerforhisadvice on whetherthe device could be used in mining, emphasizing that he only cared
whetherthe machine would actually work. 44’

Likewise Altdorff professor Daniel Schwenterrecorded being asked for his opinion concerning the
story of Drebbel‘s optical display by —a person of high standing. He informed the manthathe
believed such adisplay, and even more, could be possible.**® The mercantilist promoters of Kunst
hoped through their writings to serve as expert mediators, offering atheory of how art could benefit
government, and how one could distinguish between projects. They discussed how several long
standinginstitutions of universal autopsy, exchange, and association —collecting, travel and
commerce —mightbe employed forthe betterment of the Imperial Treasury.



448

Daniel Schwenter Deliciae Physico-Mathematicae oder Mathematische und
Philosophische Erquickstunden, 1636.

In the preface to his section on Optics in Deliciae Physico-Mathematicae oder
Mathematische und Philosophische Erquickstunden (Nirnberg: Dimler, 1636), 251,
Schwenter promised the reader, —Was Cornelius Drebbel durch die Perspectiv zu weg
bringen kan folget in der 13 Auffgab dieses Theils/ ja ich sag dass in der Optic solche
Geheimnuss stecken/ dergleichen in andern Mathematischen Kinsten wenig anzutreffen.
There (263), Schwenter recalled, —Mir hat vor der Zeit eine hohe Person/ Cornelii Drebels
eines Niderlanders/ vorgeben zugeschickt/ meine meynung/ davon zu entdecken .. .. Auff
solches antowrtette ich: Ich glaubte diss und noch ein mehrers. ...

Deliciae Physico-Mathematicae, Oder Mathemat. Und Philosophische....., Volume 1
By Daniel Schw enter, Georg Philipp Harsdérffe
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P 309. (vol 3, 1653)
Cornel Drebbel aberkan es nicht nur mit Reden /sondern auch mitlebendigen Instrumenten
berechnen.
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